cua DPdc Thanh Cha gui Han

n Toa Thanh vé cac khoa xa hoi

VATICAN. DTC Bién Dirc 16 dé cao tinh chat thoi sy ciia Théng diép ”"Hoa binh dudi thé” do Dirc
Gioan 23 ban hanh va ngai c6 vb sy tha thi trong tién trinh hoa giai gilra cac dan toc.

Ngai bay to lap trwdong trén day trong St diép glri cac tham du vién khoa hop khodng dai th 18
cla Han 1am vién Toa Thanh vé cac khoa xa hdi, nhém tai Vatican tir ngay 27-4 dén 1-5-2012 vé
dé tai: "Mong wdc cla thé gidi duogc trat ty yén han: Théng diép Pacem in terris, Hoa binh dudi
thé&, 50 nam sau”.

Trong st diép, DTC mo td Théng diép “Hoa binh dudi thé” nhu ”mét thu ngd glri thé gidi”, nhu
”|&i kéu goi théng thiét” clia Dirc Chan Phudc Gioan 23 & giai doan cudi doi, cho chinh nghia
hoa binh va céng ly can dugc thang tién & moi cdp dé xa hdi, quéc gia va qudc té. DTC Bién Dirc
nhan xét: “Tuy bdi canh chinh trj thé gi¢i d3 thay d6i nhiéu trong nira thé ky qua, nhwng quan
diém do Dlrc Gioan 23 c6ng hién van con rat nhiéu diéu dé day chuing ta, gitta lic ching ta nd
lyc dwong dau véi nhirng thach d6 madi cldia hoa binh va céng ly trong thoi Hau chién tranh lanh,
gitta sy ti€p tuc lan tran vo khi”.

Dlrc Chan phudc Gioan 23 khang dinh rang “Thé gidi sé khong bao gior tré thanh noi & an binh,
bao 1au khong cé hoa binh trong tdm hén mdi ngudi va tirng ngwdi, bao 1au moi sy khéng duoc
bdo tén theo trat ty Thién Chaa d3 gilt gin” (Pacem in terris, 165).

DTC Bién Dirc 16 nhan manh mét diéu chu yéu trong gido hudn x3 hdi Cong Gido, do 1a mdt nén
nhan loai hoc nhin nhan con nguwdi la hinh anh cda Dang Tao HAa, ¢d tri thdng minh va tu do, cé
kha ndng nhan biét va yéu mén. Hoa binh va cong ly 1a thanh qua cua trat tw ding dan duoc ghi
khac trong chinh céc loai thu tao, dwoc viét trong tdm hon con ngudi” (Xc Rm 2,15).

S diép PTC duong kim déc biét dé cao y niém tha th& dwoc Dlrc Gioan Phaold 2 dé xuéng
trong tinh than cta Birc Gioan 23 va nhan manh ring “khéng thé cé hoa binh, néu khéng cé
coéng ly, va khdng thé c6 cong ly néu khdng co tha thi” (S diép nhan ngay Hoa binh thé gidi
nam 2002).

DTC viét: ”Y niém tha th can duoc dwa vao cac dién van qudc té€ vé viéc gidi quyét cac xung
dot, dé bién d6i ngdn nglt vd bd cla sy t6 cdo 1an nhau, vi thdi dé nay khéng dan téi dau ca.
Néu con ngudi dugc dung nén theo hinh anh Thién Chida, mét vi Thién Chda cdng chinh day
long tir bi (Ep 2,4), thi nhitng dac tinh 8y can phai dugc phdn anh qua cach cu x{r trong céc cong
viéc con ngudi. DO 1a sy lién két gitra cong ly va tha thi, gitta cong ly va an xa, & trong tdm cau
tra |&i cha Thién Chida ddi véi sy sai trdi cia con ngudi (Xc Spe salvi, 44)... Tha th& khong phai 1a
chdi bd sy hanh déng sai trai, nhwng la tham gia vao su chita lanh va tinh thuong bién déi cia
Thién Chua, Pang hoa gidi va phuc héi”.

Han 1dm vién Toa Thanh vé cac khoa x3 hdi nhdm hop dudi quyén chid toa clia Ba Chu tich
Mary-Ann Glenndon, Gido su luat tai Pai hoc Havard, Hoa Ky, va tirng la Dai s&t Hoa Ky canh Toa
Théanh. (SD 30-4-2012)

G. Trén Duwrc Anh OP



DAy 13 nguyén vin Théng diép Dirc Thanh Cha géi dén Ba Mary Ann Glenndon, cht tich Han
Ladm Vién khoa X3 Hdi cua Toa Thanh Vatican.

To Her Excellency Professor Mary Ann Glendon

President of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences

I am pleased to greet you and all who have gathered in Rome for the Eighteenth Plenary Session of the
Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences. You have chosen to mark the fiftieth anniversary of Blessed John
XXIII’s Encyclical Letter Pacem in Terris by studying the contribution of this important document to the
Church’s social doctrine. At the height of the Cold War, when the world was still coming to terms with
the threat posed by the existence and proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, Pope John addressed
what has been described as an “open letter to the world”. It was a heartfelt appeal from a great pastor,
nearing the end of his life, for the cause of peace and justice to be vigorously promoted at every level of
society, nationally and internationally. While the global political landscape has changed significantly in
the intervening half-century, the vision offered by Pope John still has much to teach us as we struggle to
face the new challenges for peace and justice in the post-Cold-War era, amid the continuing proliferation
of armaments.

“The world will never be the dwelling-place of peace, till peace has found a home in the heart of each
and every human person, till all preserve within themselves the order ordained by God to be preserved”
(Pacem in Terris, 165). At the heart of the Church’s social doctrine is the anthropology which recognizes
in the human creature the image of the Creator, endowed with intelligence and freedom, capable of
knowing and loving. Peace and justice are fruits of the right order that is inscribed within creation itself,
written on human hearts (cf. Rom 2:15) and therefore accessible to all people of good will, all “pilgrims
of truth and of peace”. Pope John’s Encyclical was and is a powerful summons to engage in that creative
dialogue between the Church and the world, between believers and non-believers, which the Second
Vatican Council set out to promote. It offers a thoroughly Christian vision of man’s place in the cosmos,
confident that in so doing it is holding out a message of hope to a world that is hungry for it, a message
that can resonate with people of all beliefs and none, because its truth is accessible to all.In that same
spirit, after the terrorist attacks that shook the world in September 2001, Blessed John Paul II insisted
that there can be “no peace without justice, no justice without forgiveness” (Message for the 2002 World
Day of Peace). The notion of forgiveness needs to find its way into international discourse on conflict
resolution, so as to transform the sterile language of mutual recrimination which leads nowhere. If the
human creature is made in the image of God, a God of justice who is “rich in mercy” (Eph 2:4), then
these qualities need to be reflected in the conduct of human affairs. It is the combination of justice and
forgiveness, of justice and grace, which lies at the heart of the divine response to human wrong-doing (cf.
Spe Salvi, 44), at the heart, in other words, of the “divinely established order” (Pacem in Terris, 1).
Forgiveness is not a denial of wrong-doing, but a participation in the healing and transforming love of
God which reconciles and restores.

How eloquent, then, was the choice of theme for the 2009 Special Assembly for Africa of the Synod of
Bishops: “The Church in Africa at the Service of Reconciliation, Justice and Peace”. The life-giving
message of the Gospel has brought hope to millions of Africans, helping them to rise above the sufferings
inflicted on them by repressive regimes and fratricidal conflicts. Similarly, the 2010 Assembly on the
Church in the Middle East highlighted the themes of communion and witness, the oneness of mind and
soul that characterizes those who set out to follow the light of truth. Historic wrongs and injustices can
only be overcome if men and women are inspired by a message of healing and hope, a message that offers
a way forward, out of the impasse that so often locks people and nations into a vicious circle of violence.
Since 1963, some of the conflicts that seemed insoluble at the time have passed into history. Let us take
heart, then, as we struggle for peace and justice in the world today, confident that our common pursuit of
the divinely established order, of a world where the dignity of every human person is accorded the
respect that is due, can and will bear fruit. I commend your deliberations to the maternal guidance of Our
Lady, Queen of Peace. To you, to Bishop Sanchez Sorondo, and to all the participants in the XVIII
Plenary Session, | gladly impart my Apostolic Blessing.

From the Vatican, 27 April 2012

Benedictus PP. XVI



